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Breaking Barriers 
By Bill Meehan, Esri Director of Utillity Solutions  

Here's a bit of trivia: A landmark case of the Supreme 
Court of the United States (SCOTUS) in 1877 concerned 
a silo operator (Munn and Scott) charging whatever it 
wanted to store grain. It was the only silo for miles. The 
Grange, an advocacy group, pressured the State of 
Illinois to pass a law that set maximum grain storage 
rates. Munn and Scott told the state to withdraw, arguing 
it was none of the state's concern to interfere with 
business. The state found Munn and Scott guilty of 
violating the new law. The company appealed, and went 
all the way to the Supreme Court, but lost. SCOTUS 
argued that high rates were not in the public interest 
where there was no competition and that price regulation 
was constitutional.  

This was the first case of government regulation. It was 
also the creation of a public utility: a silo.  

Many of the articles in this newsletter speak of breaking 
down silos -- silos of information, process, and function. 
They speak of collaboration. They speak of fixing a lack 
of communication through data sharing by using the 
most elegant -- and ancient -- form of communication: 
maps.  

 

First Esri Transmission Summit -- Mark 
Your Calendars for July 19 

Events 

Hear Bill Meehan's 
keynote at: 
Futura Systems User 
Conference 
July 13-17, 2015 
Atlanta, GA  

Pipeline Week 
September 15-17, 2015 
The Woodlands, TX  

OSIsoft T&D PI User 
Group Meeting 
September 23-25, 2015 
Carmel, IN  

OSIsoft EMEA Users 
Conference 
October 13-15, 2015 
Prague, Czech Republic  

GeoGathering 
October 14-15, 2015 
Breckenridge, CO  

Utility Analytics Week 
October 28-30, 2015 
New Orleans, LA  
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Join Esri staff and users at the first first-ever Esri 
Transmission Summit to learn how to reduce costs, save 
time, get real-time operations support, build focused 
apps, and leverage the most value out of your ArcGIS 
platform. Read More » 
 

Risk. Utility. And Location. 
 

Utilities historically are conservative. 
They avoid taking actions that could 
trigger unwanted consequences. The
problem is, the cost of remaining 
conservative rises constantly. Read 
how GIS gives utilities a repeatable 
means of mitigating risk and 
minimizing surprises. 

 

PJM Transmits More than Than Energy with 
Real-Time Information Sharing 

Pennsylvania utility PJM was getting 
requests for transmission expansion 
plan information. Rather than have 
agencies wait for the utility's annual 
release of a static report, the 
utilityPJM built out a web map 
containing the most commonly 
requested informationdata. Read 
More » 

 

Tips and Tricks: Use Collector to Perform 
Mobile Sketching in the Field 
 

Many users have expressed a need 
to conduct basic sketching or note-
taking in the field. With recent 
updates to Collector for ArcGIS that 
include support for related tables, it 
is now possible to create detailed 
sketching and note-taking schemas 
for any workflow. See how this can 
make your field data collection faster 
and more accurate. Read More » 

 

What's New On on the Solution Site? 

Don't miss enhancements to existing solutions, build-
outs of your foundational offerings, standardized 
datasets, and more, now available on your ArcGIS 
solutions site:  

Thank You to the 
Sponsors of the EGUG 
activities at UC 

Diamond Sponsors: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Platinum Sponsor: 
 

 

 
Gold Sponsor: 

 

 
Silver Sponsors: 
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 ArcGIS for Gas Utilities: Collector for ArcGIS can 
now be deployed to support leak surveys. This 
version will support related tables and sketching 
in the field. 

 ArcGIS for Electric Utilities: Core maps for an 
electric utility will be released. These include 
Facility Maps, Single Line Maps, Circuit Maps, 
Outage Maps, and Service Territory Maps. 

 

Full Compliance, Faster Fieldwork, Fewer 
Printed Maps at Fort Hill 
 

FHNGA wanted to replace its 
outdated legacy mapping system 
with an advanced GIS that included 
mobile features. After working with 
Esri partner GEO-Jobe to deploy 
web GIS solutions on the ArcGIS 
platform, FHNGA saw huge time and 
money savings, streamlined 
processes, and eliminated 
traditionally printed maps. Read 
More » 

 

How Does Esri's Road Map Affect Me? 

Times are changing. Technology is headed down some 
new and exciting paths. We have seen the first release 
of ArcGIS Pro, new releases of ArcGIS for Server, and 
continued releases of ArcGIS Online. See what SSP 
Innovations’ Skye Perry has to say about preparing for 
the future of ArcGIS. Read More » 
 

ENSTAR Mobile App Modernizes Meter 
Mapping in Alaska 

ENSTAR and an Anchorage-based 
software developer produced a 
mobile app to replace paper 
completion reports that updated as-
builts annually. Today, all editing 
occurs offline on the app and gets 
synced daily. Learn how ENSTAR 
uses encoder receiver transmitter 
(ERT) bar code scanners to gather, 
update, and verify meter information. 
Read More » 
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CEZ Cuts 84,000 Workdays with Web GIS 
Permitting Application 
 

Growing demand for permits placed 
extra pressure on one Czech 
Republic utility's reviewing 
department. By automating the 
process with an app that took a day 
to build, the utility estimates it saved 
84,000 workdays of labor. Learn how 
» 

 

A Note from Your EGUG President 

In a little less than five months, we will be networking, 
learning, and celebrating together at the twenty-fifth 
annual Electric and Gas GIS conference!  
 
I wanted to reach out to all members interested in telling 
their stories. We would love to hear of any new GIS 
technology that you have successfully implemented at 
your company. How about any improved work processes 
utilizing core Esri functionality? Or any experiences you 
gained on a special project that your GIS team 
succeeded in? If you are proud of the good work that 
your GIS team does, please share with the rest of the 
EGUG community. We would love to hear your story and 
learn from your experiences. To submit your paper, visit 
the submission page and follow the easy steps 
(deadline: July 31).  
 
Whether you submit or not, please mark your calendar 
for October 5-8 and join us. We want to make sure our 
silver anniversary will be the best EGUG ever. We'll be in 
Providence, Rhode Island, to network, learn, and 
exchange with our host company, National Grid. Thanks 
to a new 2015 conference format, it's easier than ever to 
attend EGUG. The new format is a Tuesday through 
Thursday schedule with a Monday evening welcome 
reception, allowing a more friendly travel schedule to and 
from the conference.  
 
If you are fortunate enough to attend the Esri User 
Conference this July, I would like to invite you to network 
and exchange ideas with industry peers at the EGUG 
Birds of a Feather meetings on Tuesday, July 21. This 
year's hot topics include mobile applications, ArcGIS 
Online, integration, data modeling, and GIS 
management. Each Birds of a Feather group will have an 
independent breakout session on Tuesday, July 21, from 
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.:  
 
Electric Transmission Group Meeting -- Room 29 D 
Electric Distribution Group Meeting -- Room 29 C 
Gas Utilities Group Meeting -- Room 30 A 
Small Utilities Group Meeting -- Room 30 B 
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If you missed the 3 Birds of a Feather webinars or would 
like to watch them again, the recordings are available on 
demand.  
 
Immediately following all breakout sessions is a 
colocated EGUG/Telecommunications User Group 
(TelUG) reception on the East Terrace, Upper Level, until 
7:00 p.m.  
 
See you in San Diego!  
 
Mark Vlaich 
2015 EGUG President  
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